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laginons prolongation of the walls of the nose consists of
a middle plate, which forms the anterior lower portion of
the septum, and two lateral plates, which form a con-
tinuation of the nasal bone. Although these three plates
are composed of a single piece of cartilage, the central
plate is generally distinguished as the cartilaginous
septum, and the two smaller lateral plates, which unite
with the latter upon the dorsum of the nose, the trian-
gular lateral cartilages.

The cartilaginous septum protrudes to such a distance
beyond the pear-shaped opening of the anterior nares,
that, with the exception of the tip, it supports the dorsum
of the whole external nose ; it does not, however, extend
either to the extreme tip of the nose, or to the edge of the
septum, which may be seen dividing the outer margin
of the nostrils. Thus it forms, if not a perfect, yet a
very efficient extension of the bony septum. The lateral
cartilages are, on the contrary, unimportant, and repre-
sent the side walls of the cavity in a much less decided
manner. The well-known form of the external nose is
completed by the integument of the face, which is con-
tinuous with the mucous membrane lining the interior of
the nasal cavity.

The lowest marginal portion of the septum, formed
entirely by the skin, is short, but possesses, as we know,
considerable mobility; it is called the septum mobile.
The lateral portions of the external nose, which are
formed in the same manner, are considerably expanded,
and hang like a loose curtain between the skin of the
cheek and the dorsum of the nose; they are therefore
called the alae of the nose.

The mobility and softness of the alse of the nose, to
which we have just alluded, are, however, in direct op-
position to that fixity which we pronounced as an indis-